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S'b: Guidance documc't for taking up non-forcstry activities in rvirdlife habitats

'l he wilcllife (Protectro') Act, l9l2 and orclcls of Hon,ble Supreme court 
'akes 

rr
mandatorl {or following certain procedurcs for takilg r.rp any non-forestrl, actii,iq, rn u,;ldhfe
habirats. i iorvever, many lirr-,1,r/iil.L.,.idi.,ris ,ii;ir.lo.;rlh rhe Nfiiristri, l;""i.i,,g tlr" ,lctails of
ptocedures to bc aclopted. In order lo facilitatc un<i g"i,le the people on thc rlarirus stcps thxt
lecd to be follerwed fot taking up n,rn i.'r-.estr-y actj.,iucs in ,r'ilcllifc liabitats, a guiclarrce doJ.*]"rrt
Il,rt L,cen l)r'en:reJ ulrich is crrcluscJ i,. r rea.Ji l.e fcl.(,.tcc rnrl l(cc,.il\ ,r, ltol.

Gor crn I ncn I of lndie
Ministry of Environrnent and Forests

(Wildlife Division)
Paryavaran Bhawan

CGO Complex, Lodhi Road
Neg' Delhi-110003

F. No. 6-1012011 \VL Date d: .15'r' March 201.1

Dcpuly Inspccror Gencral fWL)
Telcfax : 077-243 60'1 0 4

E.rnail: d igtrl ltc&glL...irr

Elcl: As above

DistribUtion;
'1. L'hc S-ecr:etar1', rll r4i'istries/I)el)art-men1s of Govc'rurcnt .f I.dia, Ncrv DcLhi2. Thc Chief Secretarl, all States/tJnion Territor.ies
3. Ihe I)r. Chief Colscrwator cf Forests, aJJ Statcs/Uriorr -[erritories
,1. 'I'hc Clr-ref Wildlife War.clen, ali Statcs/Umolr 'I.crrttories.

Copl tr,:
i. lS to Hon'blc N{jil,'
2. IPS to Sccretary (Ir.Vl1. l\4c, t-Ii
3. PPS to DG!- & SS, Mot:tll
4. PPS to Adcll DGF|WL)
5 l)PS to Addl. DGF(FC)
6. I)S to Ach'isor:, I.A I)ivrsron, IVIolt.F
7. 'I'hc NIC. Cell- rvrrh a requcst to kLudry uplo'rcr thc sa.me on llrc offrcjar u,ebsite of t6e

hlLusrrl.

,,,,^(1**#,*-

Yrtft

%'
4/\ 

-

d.Ql.J ;,hlrrr.t *deat

'iod1lfi:;.Qtti'rtj)iilrj 
Vdl0



GUIDELINES FOR TAKING NON-FOITESTRY ACTIVITIES IN
WILDLIFE IIABITA"I'S

{<r<{<*

1. POLICYAND API'ROACII:

1.1 General Policy

National Paths, Sanctuarics anrl (-iir tsct:,,,ation l{cscn,cs aLc erftcmcly inrpolt:rn1
for consen'atjori oi bjociivctsii i', '.rirri fr,r en:;iilin? rhe sun'i.,':J of iloial ruril fa,,ir:rl
cotrllolrents of biodivclsity, rrot olly for t|e ptcscnl but: also {oi fi,ltu ':c. 

lkrs'r:r.cl,
tbe lising humal popula on and their: grol.ilq clcmalds fol socio ccor-iorrric
clcveloprncnt I'ravc placcd trcmcnclous str:css on srLch arca s Lroth ditcctlv arrd indirecdv.
I(cepir-rg in licrv thc lact tbat a t;aiarice has to bc stl ucli bctvccn cicr.ciofrncnl zrnd

consen'atiorr, any actii-ity inr.olvir-q lisc ot clrr,elsion of Protectcd arcas malr lg
corrsidered crn11r 11{s1 rnost exr:elrlional cir.cuurs lanccs. Acldrtron:rlly, such activitrcs
to bc takcn up il dre s'ildlifc ]'rabrtats nccd to 1..rc g',olcn-rcti bv tbc orclers oI Flon'ir'Lc
Supremc Coutt as rvcll as thc stirtlltor)r tcclLritcnrcnls ls ptovidccl m tl'rc Wrlcl J,itc
(Protectiorr) r\ct, 1 972.

Activities insidc WikiLifc Sanctuarir:s:

'I'he Wild I-ife (l)rotection) r\ct, 1972 plovicles drat tl-rc te cornlenclation o1'tlic
State Board for Wildlife (a l3oard clui'e d b1 .te .f /un {.}hicf A,Iinisnl is csserrrdal ior .aly

kincl of d cs lruclion/clalragc/ f cmo\'11 of an1, rvildlile or lor Jir-ertine rirc hrbirat o1'

anlr wild arutlal, inclurlirg tctu{.,r.al oi forcst ploclucc or divcrting / stoppin;1 /
cnhancing 1.hc flo.,v of \\ratcf into or or:tsicle tlte Sanctuary.

i'-ut thcr-. jo lierv of tirc tlirccLions of i lor'blc Sr4rrcn'ie Court in Writ Pctitiun
(Cii'il) No. 331 /1,995, all sucl'r proposals rlso r:crpilc dre rccommcrrclation Lrf thc
Standing Cornrnittce of Natiorrrrl Board for Wildlifc (! Comuillec chalretl 11, tlr
.Nlinisler in i:,aroc of the A4itisttl o.f l)tnircttnten/ ttr,l)tr.ttet/.).

1.3 Activitie s insiclc Natiorral Parl<s:

't'he \\iild l,i1e (Lrroter:tion) r\ct, 1972 lrrr>i idcs that thc rcconlr.urrtlation of drtr
Natiotral Boarcl for \WildLife (.a Boarrl chairel it.t tl.r Pintt AItnis/c) is csscr-rtial [<x anv
kind of des t tuction /cla1n^gc /rcnio\,^l o1'anl ri'ilcllifc or lbt rlivcriilp jhc hxbitxt ol'
any rvi1cl arinral, inciuclins rcmor,ll of fcr:cst irroclucc or. clivcrl-urrl / stopping /
clhancing drc flol' oI l atcr intc or outsiclc t]rc Natronal Park.
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Horvever, as the Standing Comrnittee of National Board for Wildlife has

been delegated the porvets of the National Board fot \X/lldlife, such cases are to be
referted to the Standing Comrrrittee of National Board for Wildlife fot consideration
and recommendation.

1,.4 Activities inside Conservation Reserves:

The Ministq' of Law and Justice has opined that activities to be taken up inside
a Consen'ation Resen'e can aiso be dealt widr rhe Standing Committee of NB\XIL.
Therefore, the procedute indicated undet para 2 below needs to be followed for
pianning and executing any activity inside Consen'ation Reserve also.

1.4 Activities within 10 Krns from boundaries of National Parks and Wildlife
Sanctuades:

In pursuance to the order of Hon'ble Supteme Coutt in Writ Petition (Civil)
No. 460/2004, the Mirristry of Environment and Forests has issued an Office
Memorandum on 2"d December 2009 (Annexure-1), indicating that Environmental
Clearances for all such projects that fall wit}in 10 I(ms boundary of the National
Parks ancl Sanctlrades will. be subject to tecommendation of the Standing Committee

olNB\XI]-.

2. PROCEDURE TO BE FOLLOWED
NATIONAI PARKS, 'TILDLIFE

FOR ACTIVITIES INSIDE
SANCTUARIES AND

CONSERVATI ON RESER\IES:

2.1, The User Agency/Proiect Ptoponent is required to submit the proposal in

the prescdbed proforma that has been ptescdbed by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, and is available on the rvebsite of the Minisuy

0rr rp:/ /env [or'.nic.in) (Annexure-2).

2.2 The prescribed ptoforma has five parts and each part is requited to be filled

in by the User Agency; concerned Divisional Forest Officet f Patk Managet;

Concetned Chief Conservator of Fotests; Concetned Chief \Xildlife Watden

and the Forest Secretarv.



2.3

2.5

2.6

2.7

'I'hc prolorma also seclis infotration tn dctajl ol thc biodivcrsih' of the arca
in ciuestion; nraps of thc arc..r, othcr actividcs dreacly in placc; posstblc
irnpacts of thc ploposal, ctc.

2.4 'l'he User agcncy is requirecl to submit Part-l alid Part-ll of thc proion'r.ia
cluly tlllcd in to the corcemccl Fotcst Officel, rvho in tum, fonr':rrds the
salric to the Ch,rcf \Vrldlifc \(/arclen through thc Chicf Constrr-atoL of
Ijofcs t.

Thc Chief Wrldlifc Warden, aftcr qir-inc l-ris sPecific commcnts on rlie
proposal, forvat:cls tl-re samc to thc Governmelrt of Indra, thlough rhe
liorcst Scctctary aftcr obtainir-rg the re conlmendalion of thc State
Board for lilildlife on the proposal.

'lhe ltroposal so rcceived ftorn the Strtc (lovcmrlrent is plxced irclore the
Standing Committee of NB\X4-, cl-rair cd by l\{rnistcr of Statc (l/C)
Iinl-rronment :rnd liolcsts. The rleetjnq of the Standing Conur-rittcc is
convcncd oncc in 2-3 months.

Iu cascs rvherc thc arca proposcd lor divcrsior is larqc and/r)r: rhe impact .i'
thc project on rvildlife is considcrccl to bc scLious, srtc irrspcctrr,;rs lrc
contluctcd b)- d'ic tnembcrs of dte ComqrLtce on drc itstLucliorrs of the
Standing Comlt.rlttee oI N R\vv/l-.

2.8 'l'he site ir-rspccLrorr feports arc gcnclalll' cot-rsidcrccl in drc ncxt mccUltg of
thc Standing Connrittee to en-able the Corru.r-rittce to rnake jts
rccormlcndatiorr.

2.9 Aftcr the Standing Committcc of NtlWl, lcco''rme'c1s tl-rc proposal. thc
lJser- Agc'cy/State (lovctrment is rery.irccl to approach I-l.r-r'bie Suprcrnc
C,ourt fol hnal clcarance iu ucrv of dtc CoLrfi ordcrs datcd 13.11.2000 .

lNote: Ilon'ble Stprcme Coarl ride theit'order da/e d 7 J.l L2000 bad dire ctel /hat thnz :ln/l
be no dere.renta/ionf denoificaion aJ No/iona/ Parks dnd J'anchtaic.r tuithout apfror.ul
o;[ the strprrne Coart 7-herefarc, r0 tuke //p atgt .wch ac/ir.tily, a channu jrn,t ilott'hh
Coarl is nandalo4,.J

2.10 In case o{ Borcler Roa.is, pro;,osrls o1 rhc Alilrstrf itf I)cfencc, a sirrphficcl
prolbrnla lot sirnult. rct.r,-rs clcarancc r-r.de. thc Fotcst (cor r-r cr-\'arjon) Acr.
1980 and u,-rlcllile clc..u:rncc is bcing aclopted undcr .r\ Su-rqjc Winclorv
51 s tcrrt'.



3. I'ROCEDURE TO BE FOI,LO$/ED FOR ACTIVITIES WITHIN 10
I{MS FROM BOUNDARIES OF NATIONAL PARKS ANI)
WI]-DLIFl] SANCTLIARIES:

3.1 Jn case tl'ie ptojcct site is locatecl r'rth'r the eco-sensitive zone or 10 li'rs in
lbsence of c'leli'reation of such a zone hom the bourrdaties of National paths,
wildlile Sanchraries or is :rn Elephant lLeservc/'riget l{csen'e ancl/or important
colriclors of ualdlile rrlo\remellt, tl're uset agency/Project lrroponent sl-roulcl
seeh prior clearance h:om d-re Stanciing Committee of NBWL befote seeking
F,r'rvir onmental (.leata'rce and tlic ptoceclute as mentionecl under palagraphs
2.1 to 2.8 above are requitcd to be foliorved in such cases also.

lNote: ?7e Standing Conntillee af NBwL l:a.r been in'ising on lhe retommendation ( the
S tate Boardfor Vi/dlife far a// proposn/s, inthding tlose Ja//ittg tyithin I0 Kw:;t'rom the

boandary oJNational Parks and Sanctuaryf .

4. PROPOSALS FOR SUIIVEY WORK TO I}II CARRI]ID OUT I},ISIDE
NATIONAL PARI(S AND WILDLIFII SANCTUAITItrS:

In case anv l<jnd of sun'ey ..r.'otk ancl/ot llnr-irunmcnt lmpact r\ssessrnent
(11IA) studies, tl'rat is a prelr-ide to firtrrc divetsion of iand, are to be taken up in areas
involr-ing a rvrldLile 1'rabitat, dreri also the ennre proceclure, as pr:cscribed in p4ragtaph
2 above rvoulcl neecl to be foilorvec].
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